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HOOSIER HERITAGE -- 


It j8 4 tribute to the fascinat 


“membership, many of whom are not identi 


jon of: the railroad industry 


THE 12 MONON 


614959 


that ay 
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ae 


ith it by occupation, neverthele ss 


have panded: themselves together into the Railway and Locomotive Heetord cat So- 
ciety Lor fad purpose of seeking and exchanging information on this intriguing 
Binioct. 1t is my happy privilege to have been invited to contribute for your 
society a trief chapter to the lore of een Railroads. 
: The choice of the railrosd selected for consideration tonight, the 
is moet timely, since it comes on the eve of that road's Centennial cel- 
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Next July it will have been. 


particularly grateful ror the 


railroad, because it is so 
poi vé Hoosier. Virtually all of my busi 
In certein respects its carser and mine 
through good times and bad, as ] have don 


ASP 


eon. 


the bar anc with true Hoosier optimism, 
‘ahead. 
The corporate name of the road 


Later it was c 


opportunity to tell you something 


have’ been ¢« 


Just now we both have a few d 


was originally 


essentially an Indiana institution, and ] am a 


we are looking forward to better times 


(in’1847) the Ne ew Albany 


hanged to Louisville, Ne ew Albany and 


. and still later to the present name, Chicago, Indianapolis and Louis- 
lle Bea aay Company. Unlike some railroads, it actually reaches the towns 
Nand cities included in its name. Most commonly it is known by the shorter and 
“nore De a ent tara "The Monon". Much diligent search has been made to learn 


y the source 


and meaning of the word "Monon", 
tae hee but not exactly conclusive. A 


ver-* iy of Chicago wrete to former Pres 


The research has 
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number of years ago a stucent at the 


ent Kurrie inquiring about it. He 


cies 
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ing in Gree ok was "the only" or "the only one". No evidence has been 


m 
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ad to prove chat the name was applied to ae railroad BECANSS of: those ia 


tions. Mr. Kurrie replied to the inquiring student cae while he was 


ur verify the young man's theory, there could be no possible objection 
ane ; eh . Digi | . 
sto having the Monon regarded in the light of the Greek significance of the word, 


mete Olly one", “Recently a friend wrote to Mrs J. W. Barriger, now President 


4 
mee. 
“Gr the Monon, stating that certain information had come to his knowledge concern-— 
q day the origin of the word. ‘1 quote a portion of his letter to Mr. Barriver: 
. "The village of Monon (Indiana) was incorpor ated in 1879, 
ok undsr the name which in 1848 was siven to a et oifice. The 
i early poet office : end, township were nemed for Big and Little 


sonon Creeks. 7 


The spelling of he ereek name was origina ly Monong. Big Monon 


* 
7 


"Monon is s Potawatomi word equivalent to Tote or Carry. 
mi | 
Big. 


Creek was called “Aetamonong, Meta meaning 
omi or n ce there is activity in a word 


sive ‘lang guage means Vto. Carry, 
transportation." 


‘ae “Whather Potawa 
which, translated 
especially whenit is applisd to 
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Professor Frenk Ff. Hargrave, of Purdue University, dends support. to 


ra | 


aS x . > > ae as . “ 9. fe f ais 
this theory ina feotnete found in his estimable history of the Monon, reading. 


saning of the word Monon is somewhat doubtful. It. 


26ni 
sn declared | by sone to 


has be: be a Potowatami Indian name msan— 
ing 'to earry'. There is also a tradition that the term means : 
"swiftly moving.'". a . 


‘Probably the thecry best knowm among Hoosiers as to the erigin of 
the nate te found. in a paragraph written by the late Georges Ade, famous Indiana’. 
‘ . , i f = y \ 2 2 

sf essay on the Monon has been reproduced in the road's din- 


Car menu folders tor many years. Jt lyric. quality, j iid bes its Sion 


ll. as follows: 
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"The ae who wighes to see Indiana must go riding on 
the Monon. 1t was wise first lron Trail to be pushed from one 
biecerid. of the state to the other. That is why so neny worth-while 
_ things may be seen se the car window. RIGA any er uesh vise: ns Mena +) 


s by open prairies and deep wocdland, 
Tippecanoe and Wabash, up to the gates 
r eto 
' ; 


no Weiss an nrough the quiet shades of college 
GaN: ahs links the Ohio with the Grand Calumet and lays a 
_frisndly hand on ee ane flelds and quarries through’ an 
impertent chein ol ¢ manties. 
e "The name 'Monon' ig Indian. Jt means 'swift-running!. 
Se The reilway began to make history some ninety years ago. My 
BA first dream, asa Hoosier bey, was to ride away on the Monon 
x toward tne Heaven—pisrcing spires of Lafayette or Michigan 
City... The Mohon is "cat Cie Hane eves) to the whole Stete of 
e Indiana, anc &ll its trains are 'Hoosiers'". 
ui You may take your choice of these theories - or if vou have as still di 
‘ 
ferent one, we should tbe glad to know about it. 
. History of the Road 
a For the origin and deve lopwent oi the Monon Railroad, 1 have drawn 
freely from Professor Hargrave's bock "A Pioneer Indiana Railroad" (to which 1 
he ay = > - . fay ahh} Fy e ° . 4 ° 
have already briefly referred), not only for ‘convenience, but bacause it is . 
3 i ; 
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mmpropably one of the most historically accurate of all ths books. that have been 
oo aalen : 


| written on eariy railroed development. This book was published in 1932, and 


3 I es ? \ ie s 1 x. | } Ad ie | s » 
. oe Hargrave; incidentally, has been asked. to revise and bring 3%’ down 


te deue end have it. reprinted, ac a feature of the Monon's Centennial Celebration 
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ext Year. “We shall touch only the surface tenight, but for a complete and au- 
Ba 


- thentic history of the road, 1] commend to you Professer Hargrave's painstaking 


veg 


dae ; ‘ 
“eau scholarly work. 
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During ths decade from 1840 to 1850 the time was ripe and the need had 


| for the rails to connect the Great Lakes with the Chio River. 


srea 1 Bees) ox carts, prairie schooners and river boats had done their share 


Beasts and agriculture created a demand for improved market facilities. A. 


‘Ss earlier the State of Indiana hed émbarksd on a rather elaborate plan 


ystem of macadamized roads, railroads and canals. The State's ambitions ex- 


for anternal improvements, a phase of which wes the construction of an ce tame 
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me tts abilities. The plan broke down, leaving the State greatly in debt. 


“hot veing ante to complete + re) ti itself, the State parcelled out to-pri- 


a, the right to pursues incividual 


phases of 3ts development plan. One such. phase, the one with which we shall con- 


2 macadam read between New y MDAny 
"end Crawfordsville. The State had already begun this project, and some grading 
and other wors had been done before the opterncice was abandoned, and offered 
to private interests. Citizens of New Albany and Salem, Indiana, desiring im- 
“prover irket fecilities between the two towns, organized ‘the New Albany and Salem 
_ Railroad Gompany in 1847, sold s ock to finance the venture, and onda Oy" LSA76 
' designa ted the road's corporate name and elected a Board of Directors. On the 
same date: Janes Brooks was elected the first President. Mr. Brook 
the State of Maine, ot fnglish ancestry, and came to the middle west with Wis 
Meeperents 2b the age of 4... Much ena cting, repealing, atid more enacting of laws by 


Gees inciane Gonsral- Assembly ap:ear to have been required. before ali of: the’ legal 


Moreover, since the nsople mos a 
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— in the project were not weal thy , subscriptions of stock had to. be s 


Ne ‘cured fron 4 great many people of moderate means. Only a part payment was reé- 
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quires to be made for che stock at the time of subscription, the remainder to be 
pele Mauer, and this »led to. 411 feeling between the officials of the read and 
Pes stockholders, when the paynents were not readily forthcoming. Probably that 

ae , 

. was not grea atly different from the way in which similar transactions result today. 
. 4long the route also subscrined for stock, The Sstimate made by 


= Preoident, of the cost of building and equipping the line as far north as 


aes, em (35 miles) was #235,000 for the road complete, ready for the cars, laid= 
path a flat bar 7/8: by 25 inches, together with’ buildings, water stations, and 
ees / . y 

8 @ forth. Locomot tives, Vasa eic.; required for the first year's business were 
lew 


whe 


- estianted to ‘cost #65, 000, making the total cost $300,000. | ea oe 
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fe ‘ The towns of Salen and New Al bony originally subseribed for 
the new company, and as planus ware developed to push the line further 
“the people of ths towns affected came into the picture - Orleens, Bed 


, ee genes | 
rst segment of the lins. Ths GF a eee Orit 


in July, 1848, the smployment of a chief engines 
salary of &1., 00 a year. cA Mr. ob. Be Wiles 


capacity for several years. <A tentative survey was made 


st ground was broken on May 3, 1848, beg 


Albany and procesdin 
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northward. Details of construction sre lac 


init is thst there was no machinery such as is in use today. Grad 


by hand. Cuts and fills were made by men with wheelbarrows end 
Mee orbions of Souths rm Indiana are quite hilly,.and Professor Hargrave 
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something of the difficulties experienced in building through the line 
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Gown es “The Knobs", some 22 miles north of New Albany. Here jt was 


2a cut 34 feet deep, 22 feet of which was through solid rock. 


oad's most vexatious grades. . 


bete 
ae 
=a 
fr 
=) 
£4] 
oO 
5 
cr 
SE 
1a) 


There wers also many curves, tha result of efforts te avoid 
ease whe grades, Many of these curves ctill exist, and the story 
men, while flagging or the eee of an engine, habitually lea 


outside when gcing around a. curve,. in order to obtain maximum vi 
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vle information is available concerning. the 


stock in 


northward, 


ford, Bloom- 


actuel 


he road 


kang.) “Cane? 


ing was 
shovels. 


records 
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the nills 


goss that 


sion around ; 


)the curve ahead, and to this day you can tell a Southern Division brakeman when- 


Bh 


er you see him because he always leans to one side while walking. By July 4, 


ne three miles of track had been laid northward from New Albany, and on 
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that date an excursion train was run, apparently the first train operation on the 
roud. A newspaper item of June 6,1850,mentions an exeursion over ten miles of 


road. By July 4, 1350, twenty-two miles had been complsted, and trains were run 


je) 


“in sither direction every three hours throughout the day to carry passengers to 


and from a grand barbecue which was held where the tracks ended on the North. On 


dganuery 14, 1851, the road had been completed the entire distance of 35 miles to 
Salem, thus fulfilling the original intention of connecting Salem with the Ohio 
River. 


In a sense, therefore, the towm of Salem may be regarded as having at 
one time, for a brief period, been the northern terminus of the road, and so, to 
‘haves « place in history. The story is told that on a certain occasion when a 


freight train was going down the hill approsching Salem, the fireman felt that 


‘the engineer was running 


ga littls too fast... Thinking te caution him, he leaned 


across the cab, pointed forward and shouted: "Salem down there." There was no 
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han. toe pull the throttle open just. a little 
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response from the engineer, other 
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Wicer, increasi seconds the Pirsman hecame 


Slightly alarmed and again shouted: “Salem down there." Again the only response 


A third time the fireman shouted: "Salem. down there." Apparently a little bit 


2 


Metv. sc, the engineer shouted back: "What the hell do you think I'm doing? l'm 


1t is of interest to note that in this primitive construction no ballast- 
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ing was used, and a frame work of wood was required before rails could be put in 


"2 cut in the ends 


te 


place. Ties were laid on the grace four feet apart. Notches we 
“ol the ties, and wooden stringers were Laid on the ties, at right angles to them. 


“The rails, which were simply flat iron bars, weighing about 22 pounds per yard, 


ewere then laid on the stringers and fastened dovm with spikes driven through the 
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ry 


“that it permitted the extension c 


center of the rail, abeut 18 inches apart. This flat rail, however, app ears to 


wh 


~ have been of short life, since by about 1856 the 45 miles originally leid with - 


it had been relsid with T+-rail, and subsec Nene new construction was all with 


T-rail. All of this T-rail, too, was imported, part of it from Liverpool and some 


from Cardiff, Wales; and it is an interesting commentary that it was transported 


‘almos st entirely by water to the place where it was: te be used, the water lines 


thus contributing to the construction of a competing form of transportation which 


was to greatly overshadew them Jn importance. 
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Although the construction between New Albany and Salem was an indepen-- 


further nortaward: An amendment of its charter was obtained, which was unioue in 
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the road anywhers state that might be 


enosen. That was important later on, itore stock subscriptions were obtained, 


fand during 1849 contracts were let for coastruction of 30 additional miles north- 


ward trom Salem ana to a point within 4 miles o: Bedford. The portion of the 


mroid trom Salem to. Orleans was comolsted and the first train run over it. on Jan-— 
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uary 1, 1852. This was 57 miles from the Ohio River. Bedford was reached on 


Ts oe i118, 1953,.a total distance of 71 miles. North of that point work-had bee 


proces eqing aaa other contracts, and Bloomington was reached in the fall of 


05. the first train being opsrated to that point on October llth. By January, 


nv 


13 Miles of road from New Albany to Gosport had been cont anes and were in opsr- 
4 RX : | 
sation. 
bb > = 4 fa 1 z Ct . 
e To follow the development of the Monon chronologically, it is necessary, 
« ‘ = C * 


a. the inoment, to skip over a section some 57 miles in length from Gosport north- 


ys 


ward to Crawfordsvilis. Ve shall return to that section of the line later, but 


Smee Hext track, in order of time of construction, was to begin at Crawfordsville 


~ and extend 27 miles northward to Lafaystte. The same marketing Provbene which 


ee 
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 motiv.. od the people of Salem in starting the New Albany & Salem Railroad con- 
fronted fie people of Crawfordsville and provided the initial impetus for the 
construction of the Crawfordsville, and Wabash Raitnaad! A group of Crawfords- 

Be arciend Montgomery County citizens sought and obtained a chart in 1844, 


but nothing came of it. Another was obtained two years later, in 1846. As 


the case of the New Albany & Salem, money was-raised through the sale of 


bede 
ss 


io) 


Bcocn. » The Leiwei bal objective of the proposed new railroad was to provide 
cretion: tron Crawfordsville to connect with an established 
Waterway, the natural choice of which was the Wabash and Erie canal. Under the 
Pcharter the road could be constructed to join the panne eather Lafayette or 
aes Lafayette was chosen as the point of connection; hence it was decided 
‘to buila the road between Crawfordsville and Lafayette. For convenisnce, con- 
struction began at Lafayette and procseded southward, since the rail had to be 
"imported and, after crossing the Atlantic, was sent by fone from New York City 
Pup the -Huason River to Albany, thence through the frie Canal to Buffalo, then 


Bh? 38 


_ to Toledo, and finally by the Wabash and Erie Canal to Lafayette. Surveys appear 


age , 
y 


o to have been made in 1847, contracts for grading were let in 1849, and grading 
“had been completed by November, 1850. The placing of the superstructure then 
followed, and the first rail was laid in June, 1851. The rail had all been 
laid by June 1, 1852. Considerable rivalry existed between the citizens of 

‘2 Lafayette and Crawfordsville, and since Crawfordsville people were in control 
of the project, they exasperated the Lafayette people considerably by boi Taase 
the depot at the north end of the line a mile south of Lafayette, away from the 
business district, and connection was made there with the canal and the Wabash 
mehiver, Business men of Lafayette countered by building a plank road from Lafay- 


_ette almost to’ Crawfordsville, which was a considerable improvement over the 
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_ mud roads and was designed to attract the trade of the farmers. bese ee in 


tase the New Albany & Salem acquired control of the Crawfordsville aan Wabash | 


ve 
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sat 
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Company, extendea the road into the town of Lafayette and built a new depot, 
which was reachsd by the first train on March 11, 1853, ven before completion 


ee 


of the 3 poe snegotiations were under way to make it a part of the New Albany & 
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Palen, and this was consummated on Jume. 17, 1852, ‘only 17 days after the road 
-was completed, and the Crawfordsville «nd Wabash Company passed out of existence 
Ths next segment of line to be constructed was that between Lafayette an 
Michigan City, a distance of 91 miles. This, too, wee undertaken by the New 
Albany & Salem m Company « Raising money for this project presented different prob- 
‘Leme than aint eae encountsred. Practically no towns of any size existed along 
ithe proposed route, and the territory was so thinly populated that financing 
Be rcugh the sale of stock was-impracticable. Peculiarly and providentially, 
‘the problems of another railroad company provided a solution to the financing of 
the Line ee Lafayette and Michigan City. The Michigan Central Railroad had 
an ambition to build across northern Indiana into Chicago, but they were refused 


a charter by the State of Indiana, fventually an srranzement was made whereby 


the Wichigan Central accomplished its purpose by using the charter of the New 
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Albany & Salem, which, it will be remembered, was a "roving" charter, enabling 
the New Albany & Salem Compeny.to build anywhere in the State. The details of 
this transaction with the Michigan Central, and of that company's bitter contro- 

versy with its ba the Michigan Southern, are items of history upon which 

time d me not afford us opportunity to dwell now, but Professor Hargrave relates 
the story in interesting and fascinating detail. in return for th he right to 
build under the charter of the New Albany & Salem, the Michigen Central agreed 


bio purc’ase stock in the N.A&.S. Company to the extent of ©500,000, of which 


$400,000 was used on the line north of Lafayette, with $100,000 left over to be 


used ou the line south of Crawfordsville. First surveys were begun in April, 


gs. The route was remarkably straight, the President reporting that the whole 


eae of 91 miles was less than a haif-mile longer than an air line. We under- 


ee 


=" ’ 
ee ete 


eS. << 


— 


-“ 
= aa 


ei Oa 


stand that in this territory today there is the fourth Pneect stretch of tangent 


track to be found in the United States. The first. contract was lst in August, 


1851. After the grading had been dons,the work of laying reil southward from 
Michigan City was begun.in July, 1852. By December, 30 miles had been completed. 
Winter weather caused some slowing covm, but by April, 1853, 53 miles had bee 
Jaid. Some construction had meanwhile been done northward, from Lafayette, and 


the gap was closed. about October 3, 1853, making a continuous line from Michigan 


City to Crawfordsville. 


We have now dealt with the entire line from New Albany to Michigan 
City, except a sap of some 57 miles from Gosport SENS A BS to Crawfordsville. Gor. 


tracts for this work were let in 1852, and work proceeded simultaneously north-— 


ward from Gosport and southward from Crawfordsville. We need not dwell on details 


of this project, since they seem tc have followed in general the pattern of the 
earlier construction. The important thing is the 


ke driven at 4:00 PM, oti June 24, 1854. The first train tooperate the entire 


distances from Michigan City to New Albany was run on July 3, 1854, making the 


stories have been tcld about this trip, and others of 


that «rly period. One of them related to an engineer who had a very heavy 


Beard. While somewhere in the vicinity of Crawfordsville, a gust of wind came 
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leased them, and the train began to pick up speed again. The fireman called 


Over tO the engineer: “Uncle Jolin, why did you set the brakes back there?" 
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ed back; "Didn't you see that hay stack we ran into?" 


The completion of the line from Michigan City to New Albany was an 


“historic svent, since the Ohio River and Lake Michigan were at last united by 


an important artery of commerce. The task had been compl+ted in about 7 years. 
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Although many great events have occurred in the State, probably this achievement 
~ é . 
may be regarded as the greatest engineering accomplishment of the people of 


Indiana, in view of the ditficult conditions existing at that time. 


For the first two or three years after beginning operation the road 
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1 profit. Drought conditions, the panic of 1857, and other difficul= 
ties resulted in default in payment of bond interest, and a trustee was appointed 
on October 1, 1858. Sinee the length of the road had surpassed the original in- 
tent of building it between New head and Salem, it was considered that the 


original name was no longer appropriate, and by a special act of the legislature 
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~~ passed October 24, 1859, the nama was changed to Louisville, New Albany and 


' Chicago Railroad Company. 


The road managed to continue operations, under difficult financial 
condi ons, The Civil War came along, and greatly increased earnings from the 
©) transportation of troops and war materials produced a period of relative pros- 


» though equipment was pitifully inadequate to take care of all require- 


The road appears to have played its full part, and an important one, 


a an 12 conduct of the war. ‘Qn2 notable event wa he sment of a speci 
feeean tbe conduct of t ) tabl t was the movement of I al 
funeral train, bearing the body of the martyred President, Abraham Lincoln, over 
5 8 ) 
=the line from Lafayette to Michigan City on May 1,.1865, whence it was handled 
= y 3 ’ 
ty the | Michigan Centrel to Chicago. 
Renewed financial difficulties followed the close of the war. On 


the claims of the 
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April 8, 1869, the road was sold to Trustees repress 


ete ae Tere? holders. The sale was set aside on legal technicalities the 
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| following eclosed and the road 


Fe Bis 


E.. again sold on December 27, 1872. The Trustees organi jzed a new company 
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year, but subsequently the mortgages wer 


‘known as the Louisville, New Albany and Chicago Railway Company, which was 


chartered on January 7, 1873. 
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For the next few years the road apparently was able to opsrate on a 
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solvent basis. Jn 1881 it effected a consolidation with the Chicago and Indiana- 
polis Air Line, which is thet portion of the pressnt system extending from Ham- 
mond to Indianapolis. That line had been in process of construction since LS7e's 


part of it narrow gauge, and it was not completed until 1884, when a connection 


« 


was built with the Western Indiana Railroad near Hammond. That connection conm- 
deted the job of uniting Chicage with Indianapolis and Louisville, and fine 
mens. the construcoion of the Dine as it now -exists.: 


~ 


But the new system was not born without travail. The purchase of the 


line between Hammond and Indianapolis, together with another period of unfavor- 


e 


Mble sconomic conditions, brought a renewal of financial troubles, the road 


*defaultied in its obligations, and a receiver was appointed on August 24, 1896. 
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Meroreciosur? proceedings again. resulted, andagain the road was sold, on March’ LO, 


1897. Reotganization ensusd, and the road wag incorporate 
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March. 31518974 


Ay 


under the present name, Chicago, Indianepolis and Louisville Railway Company. 
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Within a few years thereafter, control by stock ownership was accuired by Southern 


Railway and Louisville & Neshville, whose financial interest in the company was, 
by mutual agreement, exactly ecual. At no time did 2ither line acquire more or 
eR ny . 


the Monon than did the cther. Aided by the trai 
of these two strony lines, the fonon enjoyed a relatively long period of pros- 


Heerity. or upwards of 40 years Gt proudly carried on its functions of serving 


Site Hoosier patrons. During that period many things worth while could be related, 


S 1 g 
Bat tims does not pernit us te dwell upon them tonight. One of the most note- 
"worthy events, and one which demonstrates the affectionate and jealous atiivade! 
of the Hoosier family for their reilroad was their spontaneous and virile up- 


“rising sgainst the proposal-that the road be absorbed by the Baltimore and Ohio 


‘Railroad in the 20's. The psonle of Indiana joined other interests in vigorously 


* 


Opposing the plan, and, as you know, #t was not carried out, 


' | A brief message eppears near the end of Prefessor Hargrave's book which, 


re tne 7 - 13 


‘in the light of subsequent developments, apperrs now to hold a tinge of irony 


‘ahd even tragedy. 1 should like to read it to you, and ask you to bear in mind 


Simat 1b was Written in 1932, when the great depression was upon us but obviously 


S®pefore its full impact had been realized 
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yrosperity of the road in recent years, 
it can be said that it has systematically peid dividends 


on all outstanding bones re th preferred and common, and 
under its. present prosperity bids fair to continue to do 
16 


There came the crash af 1929. Traffic dropped sharply, and the road 


fajled'to pey dividends. Then it failed even to pay interest on its outstendi ing 


“bonds. The inevitable happened. The road became so 311 financially that 


was necessary tc hurry it into the bankruptcy hospital and surround it with a 


y 


re] 


wr 


degal oxygen tent. Doctors called Trustees were placed in charge of the patient. 


gineir most potent tool was the expenss-cutting knife. The operation was success- 


Ful, but the patient darn near died. The illness lasted for twelve and one-half 


sf. 


with anew leases on lifes. Under the able leadership of its new Pr 


meell of us who have th 


“y2ers. At 12:01 A.M. on May lst of this ysar the road emerged brom bankruptcy, 


esident, Mr. 


= 


ae 


Barriger, administering policies formulated by a distinguished roster of Director; 


tee) 


geod fortune to be associated with the road confidently 


i 


look forward to the complete fulfillment of the aims and embitions which Mr 


Barriger has created for it. A new vigor and enthusiasm and a sense of "going 


wi wv 


_ somewhere" have been breathed into the consciousness of every officer and employee 


i 
an 
wal 


and 1 the last man there is a fixed determination to build on the ruins of the 


. ak 


‘ag 


*” 
NG 


past a bright and glorious future. 
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Many things remain to be said which cannot be said here tonight, for 


: 


ade of the construction in the late 80's of 


‘ 


— 


the Orelans,“Pacli and Jasper Railway, later the Orleans, West Baden and French 


wick Springs Railway, the 1é—-miles of branch line over which you may now ride to 


_ drink Pluto water or play golf at French Lick, or marvel at the beauty of the 


loxwood in the spring : 
jouther 


ilso be made of the 


+t a point a 


ane prolific coal fislds of southwe 


Among the illustrious names 
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ident of the “Monon from December 
i. “a, hurries, who.rebained the o 


ne road's chief executives, of 
The universal use of 


witing to depart for the Ken 
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fact that James. Roos 


Likewise, an uncle:-of 


and Louisvil 


ates, was President of 
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bol Naturels 4 
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SOCIa 
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India 


nS, 


Na. 


ted with the road's 


evelt, father of the late Presi 


Railroad, 


a branch line. con- 
line 


some 47 miles into 


istory, there 


dent 


the: Monon for a little more than a year 
f the President, Frederic A. Delano, was Pres-— 
» 1913, te August, 1914, immediately preceding 


jims colorful array of famous pecple 
ylan good-time Charlies. We may 

0 depart for the Spseaway Races at I 
usscci=tions of the roaa have gons t 


ther evidences of progress 
in the sivetem, fe 


lasier curves and. «gradss. - and, 
ble and attractive streamlined 


tucky Derby 
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er French Lick Springs, with 
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-~ movie folk, state 


as soon 
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1 the nation's best, 


ay can bs 


through 


splendid highways are marks 


as undeniably taken away oermanently 
yy oh t 


the tims when 


their one- 
smen, politicians and 


trains ready 
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sections of 


link and 


there has already come, 
between any two points 

savier. rail, 
obtained, fast, comfort- 


ier countryside. 
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There is so much more that might de said, but so little time to say 
it, and there must be a stopping point - perhaps a rather abrupt one. Though 
she story is not complete, 1 hops 1 have told you a few things of interest about 
sha Monon. it has been a privilege and « pleasure to do so, and:] hope that. those 
tb and curiosity to know'more about it. In 
shat event, let me assure you that the door is apen and the latch-string jis out 
30 any of you who may pay us the compliment of a visit. 


7 


And now for our commercial: We should enjoy the privilege ¢ of having 


GQ 


ny of you as guests whenever you have occasion to ge riding to Indisnapelis, 

sht which you may entrust 
Fa) 
as 


30 our dare will be treated as a member of the family. In any other menner 


shat may present itself, it will be a pleasure to serve you, and thus cerry on 


she best traditions of the Monon Railroad - the heritage of hardy pionsers to 


1@ pa ple of Indiana and of the nation. 
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